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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Message from the President:   As I reported in our last newsletter, I was honored to be the NC 
Delegation at the annual AFA National Convention, held in September at National Harbor in Maryland, just 
outside of the Nation’s Capitol.  Although being a member of AFA for over 30 years, I had never attended 
their National Convention.  It was quite an experience and provided a lot of insight into how the Association 
is run and many of its successes and challenges ahead.  Read below a summation of the “take-aways” I 
thought were the most relevant.     
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
December 2019 Meeting:  We often hear the expression, “It’s not your father’s Air Force”.  We know 
there are a lot of changes being made in today’s Air Force.  With that in mind, our December speakers will 
focus on the subject of, “Women in Today’s Air Force”.  We are honored to have Lt Col Kendra Zbir, 
Commander of the 4th Healthcare Operations Squadron at Seymour Johnson AFB, and CMSgt Cynthia 
Schmitz, Chief Enlisted Manager of Aircrew Flight Equipment, also at Seymour Johnson.  We hope you will 
join us for this opportunity to learn first-hand the woman’s role in running our USAF. (See meeting details 
below).   
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Revived Chapter Website.  Just a reminder to check out our recently updated website, 
www.CapeFearAFA.org .   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Wreaths Across America: On Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 12:00 PM, members of our AFA Bob 
Newman Cape Fear Chapter will be helping Wilmington National Cemetery to Remember and Honor our 
veterans by laying Remembrance wreaths on the graves of our country's fallen heroes. 

Please help us honor and remember as many fallen heroes as possible by sponsoring remembrance 
wreaths, volunteering on Wreaths Day, or inviting your family and friends to attend with you. 

Go to this page and sponsor wreaths in support of the Col Bob Newman Cape Fear AFA Chapter 366 
fundraiser 

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/20409/Overview/?relatedId=149
08   

http://www.capefearafa.org/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/20409/Overview/?relatedId=14908
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/20409/Overview/?relatedId=14908


           2 

With the proceeds we receive from this project this year we are providing monetary support for the 
AFJROTC cadets scholarships This fund raiser will be dedicated to them.  As the Wreaths Across America 
motto reminds us, 

REMEMBER the Fallen. . . HONOR those who Serve. . . TEACH our children the value of Freedom. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Key points from the AFA National Convention, September 2019:  
 
Board of Directors Voting: 

• Gerald Murray (Kings Mountain, NC) elected Chairman of the Board 
• Only contested positions were two At-Large National  Director positions out of four nominees:  NC 

Delegation voted for  Joe Burke (Centreville, VA) and Jamie Navarro (Coldchester, VT);  winners 
were Burke and Molly Mae Potter (Austin, TX) 

Workshops Attended: 
• Membership Growth – Working on Direct Debit/Recurring payment program for dues; need to focus 

more on enlisted membership (focus on networking, speakers. less on business meetings); chapters 
near AF bases should set up out-processing contacts.  Include AFA membership along with 
scholarships given to AFROTC and J-AFROTC cadets. 

• Leadership Development – Recent survey showed lack of AFA e-mail use; trying to make AFA email 
notification better.  Do not rely on AF commanders “coercing” troops to join; instead need to push 
value of being a member.  Chapter participation by members only 6%; 94% happy not to attend 
meetings.  Need to set expectations and goals for volunteers in chapter. 

Business Meeting: 
• Good News – CyberPatriot has expanded, fully funded and a big success.  Wing/CC and key staff 

can now attend Annual Conference and Air Warpower Symposium using appropriated funding; total 
attendees in ’18 at 12,000 with 15,000 expected in ‘19.      

• Weaknesses – IT system is broke; chapter participation is lowering, membership is ageing; lower 
relevance’s to younger generations.  

• Opportunities – Need better organization to get donations; reduce costs of communications 
programs (Air Force Magazine, Daily Briefing, et al) ; improve IT systems to better communicate with 
field. 

• Threats – Defense budget is decreasing;  means less industry support to conferences.  AFA 
increasingly viewed as a “Retired Officers Association”.    

Region Caucus: 
• We need to improve our awards program; Southeast had fewer awards given that most other 

regions.  Jackie (Southeast Region President) will send chapters details on how to submit for 
various awards.  

• RP will convene a State President’s meeting in early ’20, most likely at Clemson, SC 
• RP will distribute a Regional Newsletter in the near future; needs more feedback from chapters and 

states. 

CMSGT of the Air Force (Kaleth Wright): 
• Readiness – “Deploy or Get Out” program working; only 4.65% undeployable (mostly those in 

lengthy training or schools). 
• Pushing for 14 days of permissive TDY for bereavement (decision pending at Joint Staff). 
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• Suicide – Searching for what to do better; number up to 90 already this year.  Wings are 
conducting “tactical calls” to examine problems; airmen need to know “somebody cares”.  Local 
unit has most influence in prevention, with 1st line supervisors being key. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
• Net income up for past two years; overall positive report 

Teacher of the Year (Mike Vargas, Pinnacle HS, Phoenix, AZ): 
• Lots of outreach programs; many “hands on” projects for students. 

AFA Strategic Plan (Work in Progress) 
• Weaknesses – lack of organizational integration; low member participation at local level; ageing 

membership; lack of understanding how members access AFA information. 
• Threats: Defense budget reduction; competition for members time, talent, and money; AFA viewed  

as “Retired Officer Association”.    
• Revising Mission Statement – looking to replace AF as “dominant” force to “Pre-eminent” force (this 

met with a lot of negative feedback from members);  also intending to shorten it and remove 
reference to “support the AF Family” (this also met with negative feedback from members)  

______________________________________________________________________________
Support to the Wilmington Veterans Clinic: On a weekly basis, the VA Clinic can see up to 100 
veterans per day for a fasting blood test.  Afterwards, they are most appreciative for a cup of coffee and 
snack.  The coffee center is set up from 9am-12pm, and serves approximately 60 cups of coffee and 40 
snacks. (Wednesday is the only day they not provide snacks.) Therefore, below is the quantity of donated 
items needed per month from AFA Chapter 366: 
 
*640 snacks (anything in a wrapped package, such as Lance snack cracker products) 
*1200 cups of coffee (ground) 
*Sugar (packets or dispenser cans) 
*Splenda (packets) 
*Creamer (powdered in dispenser cans) 
 
So, the next time you go to Costco or Walmart, stock up on some of those bulk buys of the items 
listed above.  Then drop them off at David’s Deli or at the VA clinic at ILM.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Brunswick Veterans Golf Tournament:  (Save the date, June 10, 2020)  Once again we plan to 
support this worthwhile charity event headed up by our chapter member, Jack Lenz.   His group, the 
Committee to Honor America's Veterans (CTHAV) hosts its 6th annual Veterans’ Memorial Golf Tournament 
at the highly-rated Thistle Golf Club in Calabash, NC on June 10, 2020. The day includes breakfast, a 
Captain’s Choice golf outing, cash prizes, gifts, and lunch. At $100 per player, your contribution supports 
the CTHAV continuing missions to intain the Veterans Memorial for Brunswick County located in Sunset 
Beach Town Park and to provide financial support to organizations in Brunswick County providing direct 
support to veterans.  Other sponsor opportunities are also available. 2019 tournament results and 
information about CTHAV is available at www.sbvets.org. Questions:  Please call 910.579.3679. 
 
CTHAV is a non-profit, IRS 501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization; all donations are tax deductible.  Financial 
information is available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919.807.2214.  The license is not an 
endorsement by the State.” 
   
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Support Our Community Partners: We are honored to have community partners to support our 
chapter and the USAF Air Force, so please support them whenever you need their services.   
 

http://www.sbvets.org/
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Catlin Engineers and Scientists 

 
 
David’s Deli 
 

 
 
 
 Kusek Financial Group 

 

 
 
Ed Sullivan, Realtor 
 

   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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 SAVE THE DATE: 
BOB NEWMAN AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

CAPE FEAR AFA CHAPTER 366 
QUARTERLY MEETING 

 
DATE/TIME:                         Thursday, December 5, 2019  
 
                                            Cocktails:  6:00 PM 
                                            Business Meeting:  6:45 PM 
                                            Dinner:       7:00 PM 
                                            Speaker:    8:00 PM 
           
LOCATION:                   David’s Deli & Restaurant  
                                            1984 Eastwood Rd 
                                         Wilmington, NC 28403 
                             (In Lumina Station Shopping Center)                                     
                                     
                                         
SPEAKERS:     Lt Col Kendra Zbir, Commander, 4th Healthcare Operations Sq.  
                          Seymour Johnson AFB   
 
                         CMSgt  Cynthia Schmitz, Chief Enlisted Manager of Aircrew            
                         Flight Equipment, Seymour Johnson AFB      
                                                                                      
MENU:            Prime Rib, Au Jus, Spring Mixed Salad, Zucchini-Squash      
                        Medley, Mashed Potatoes, Chocolate Cake                          
 
    
COST:                                $25 per person 
 
RSVP:             Call:         John Lasley at 910-679-4354   
 
                        or email:  johnlasley2007@gmail.com  
 
             or go on line, at www.CapeFearAFA.org.  
 
 
                     by Tuesday, December 3, 2019  for reservations.   
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

mailto:johnlasley2007@gmail.com
http://www.capefearafa.org/
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AFA SITES YOU CAN USE 
 

 
  

• For questions or comments about the AFA Update, e-mail (srubel@afa.org). 
 

• To change the mailing address or other information for your AFA membership record, visit 
https://www.afa.org/AboutUs/memben/address.asp 
 

• To join AFA or renew your membership, visit https://www.afa.org/newforms/membership.aspx 
 

• For details on your AFA member benefits, go to http://www.afavba.org/AboutUs/member/ 
 
• To change the e-mail addresses to which you receive the AFA Update services@afavba.org.  

Please provide the old and new e-mail. addresses 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:srubel@afa.org
http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=1504965&h=53554&e=AFC-20100818115946
http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=1504966&h=53554&e=AFC-20100818115946
http://www.afavba.org/AboutUs/member/
mailto:services@afavba.org

